
Synthetic Phonics For CLIL 
Teachers

Sarah Forsey - Profesora de inglés, Centro de Lenguas de Aragón

Session 3



Warm up
1. Phonics song
2. Other sound songs

- Old McDonald
- The Wheels on the Bus
- Music Man
- What’s that noise?

3. Games
- Where is…?
- What’s in the bag?

4. Stories
- Farmer Duck
- Bear Hunt



The Transition from
Infants to Primary…



Letter sounds and letter names

At the end of Infants and at the begining of the
primary stage, children have to learn that letters
have names as well as sounds. This will help
them learn some of the spelling rules later on. 

Songs: 
• The Alphabet
• BINGO
• AEIOU (Sung to the tune of ‘BINGO’)
Games: Hangman, Bus stop
Displays/Visual aids/worksheets/puzzles
See sparklebox



Vowel Names

Learning the vowel names can be 
particularly difficult for Spanish-speakers.

• How do you remember the vowel
names in English?

• How do you/would you practise this
with your pupils?



Short and long vowel sounds

Often when they start primary school, 
children revise the vowels. They need to
know that there are short and long vowel
sounds. 

When the
vowel sound is
long, it ‘says
its name ’. 

Vowels song



Learn the letter names
and long vowel sounds
with this song… (Click on the
picture)



Alternative spellings



The English language is extremely 
complicated, so it’s inevitable that learning 
to read and spell becomes more 
complicated too as primary students move 
on to learning more complex spelling 
patterns!

Help!!



Alternative spellings
As well as the difficulty of tricky words, many word in 
English have the same sound but are spelt differently. 
Luckily there are some rules to help! When all of the 
sounds have been taught using the most common 
spelling, alternative spellings must be introduced.



These new 
spelling ‘rules’ can 
be difficult and 
confusing for 
some children, so 
must be explained 
clearly, with plenty 
of examples.



How can we introduce 
alternative spellings to our 
pupils?

Any ideas?



How to introduce alternative 
spellings .

• One way of introducing this concept is by 
discovery, i.e. letting the children notice
the spelling patterns. 

• Here is an example: Listen to this song
How many words do you hear that have
the /ie/ sound? Write them down. 

• Now check your spelling. What do you
notice?

• Can you think of any more words that
have the same sound-spelling pattern?



Sound families and word families

/-IE/
/-IE/    /IGH/    /I/    /-Y/      /I-E/



Or we can introduce 
alternative spellings in a more 

direct way.



Digraphs and consonant blends
A digraph is a single 
sound, or phoneme, 
which is represented by 
two letters. A trigraph is a 
sound represented by 

three letters.

Click here to see materials for teaching digraphs 
and consonant blends.



sun gla ss cinema pala ce hou se
sc ience ca st le psychology

When you have revised the sounds and their 
most common spelling, it’s time to introduce the 
alternatives.

By this stage the children should already have a 
wide range of vocabulary. Say some words that 
have the same sound. Can they spell them? 
Check with a dictionary. What do they notice?



Rules, tricks and shortcuts



When two vowels go walking

• Read the follwing words:

rain read pie road que ue
• What vowel sounds do you hear?
• What is name of the 1st of the two

vowels? So what’s the rule?
• Listen to this song.



Displays and 
graphic 
organisers can 
be very useful.



The Magic ‘e’ or
split digraph

The Modifying ‘e’

Click here for a 
song and here for a 
story about the
magic ‘e’.



The magic/modifying ‘e’ changes the short 
vowel sound to a long one (it’s name).

More resources. 



By the end of year 1 children
should …

• Begin to recognise the sounds
associated to different split digraphs:

• a-e
• e-e
• i-e
• o-e
• u-e
• Snake, these, like, home, rule



Activities that develop knowledge of
alternative spellings

1. Sorting words with alternative spellings into 
‘teams’ according to grapheme.

2. Reading decodable books that include words 
with alternative spellings for a specific sound.

3. Reading books with plenty of rhyme and 
repetition.

4. Playing games where children practice reading 
words with alternative spellings.

5. Poems and songs. 

LET’S PRACTISE!!!



Word games

1. Look at the words.
2. Try to sort the words by sound.
3. Use the rules to help you.
4. If you aren’t sure, what can you do?
5. What patterns do you notice?
6. How could your pupils organise this 

information? 
7. Play Sound Grab



Systematic teaching v. 
acquisition of reading and

writing skills



Reflection

• Are the spelling-sound rules taught in a 
systematic way at your school?

• Is there a clear and practical syllabus or is 
it more ‘hit and miss’?

• Do you think coordination could/should be 
improved? How?

• What do you think is the best way for 
children to learn these skills?



Phonics in story books

Click on the picture to listen to the story. 
Stand up when you hear the /ai/ sound.



Phonics in story books

Project
Work in groups to prepare an element of 
phonics based around a story.

• What sounds could you work on?
• What tricky words are frequently used?
• How would you check understanding of the 

story?
• What activities would you ask the children to 

do to draw their attention to the sounds?



And remember…
Synthetic phonics is only a part of our Language 
and Literacy syllabus. Fostering a genuine love 
of reading and interest in books is also 
fundamental. 

http://www.roalddahl.com/home/teachers



Thank you. 
See you tomorrow!


